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T Eﬂ?ﬂm Wﬁﬁ"iﬂ!ﬂ THE 9ng AMPIAIOY 2008 us ﬁﬁlﬂ.
"H Eupwnaiki Cuvraypaukn Iwﬂ:ﬁm

KOl N AVENPOOWREUTIKN -

H ‘Evwon Twv T. BouAsutmv Kol Eupwpouisutav EARASoc Slopya-
VWOE oTnV ABfva Tnv 9n Anpifiou 2008 Huepida (Open-Forum) Ue Bé-
pa "H Eu ikn ZUvTd i Tuvenkn kai n Avunpogwn
LETOXIKG Anpokpatia”.

META TIC EI0NYACEIC TwV BoUREUTOV - EupwBouficutay, KaBnyntwy,
Anpooioypdpuy, EIONYNTMV TN HUEPIdag (k.. Auyepivou, BEpuBakn,
AsAnpAtoou, KaveAAdnouAou, Nanavdpénounou kal ®Aoyaitn), Tov &-
nakofouBncavta S1aAoyo, TNV aviaAfayn OKEYPEWVY Kal IGEQV Kal Thy
avagopd OTIC TPEXOUCEC SIEPYACIEC EVIOC TwWV KOANWY TNG EARNVIKAC
Kal TNC EUp@NaikAc kowng yvaung, n ‘EVeon KatéAnge Katd nAsioyn-
pio ota akéfiouBa Baoikd cupnepdouata Ta onoia EIgNYEtal oTtnv
"Ey, ik Evean TwV T. UEAWV TwV KovoBoUuRiwY TwV TV ToU
fuuBoudiou tne Eupwnng kal the Eupwnaikic Evwonc':

1. T KpatTn xai o1 Acoi tng Eupwnng cuvexifouv Bnua-gnupa tny
npoonaesia yia tnv Eupwnaikn OfokAnpwon. 01 ota8uoi Tou nio nave
gyxeipripatog, Papn, Maaotpixt, Apotepvray, Nikoia kol Mlocapova
(av Kal Epooov EVKpIBED Borienoav kal BonBolv tnv E.E. kai ta Kpatn-
PEAN Kal Aaodc Tng “Evaong OTIC EMIGILEEIC TOUE, Nou OTo S1a0Tnua
TNC NPOTNG 50ETiac Npox@pnoav onpavtika oe NofAfd eningda.

H E.E. (nou anotefei 61G50X0 Kal CUVEXEID TNG Kolvonpagiac Gvepa-
KOC XAAUBOC Kai TnE EOK) kan katd tnv eUtepn 50&tia, nou dlavuel, &i-
kaloUTtal va ival neprigavn agol nén £xel NETOXE: a) 60 xpovia Siap-
koUc giprivnc atn ynpaid Angipo kai B) tn énpioupyia tng HeyafuTEPNG
£VONOINKEVNC QYOPAC OToV NAGVATN, VK N UEYAAUTEPN VOUICHATIKA
£V6oN. Nou ASITOUPYET OTOUC KOAMOUC TNC EXEI SWOEI VA ITXUPO VORI-
ouaTIkG ouotnpa, nou eEacpaiZel otout Eupwnaikoug Aaoug oTabe-
poTATa Kal avantuEn.

Ta nponyoupsva ev onuaivouv BERaia OTI Ta PEYARUTERO Kal TA Nio
peyana Bripata yia Ty Eupwnaikn ORoKANpwWon Exouv rdn Yivel AvTiBe-
1a pdfiota, n Huepida BewpEei 6T JEVOUV va yivouv NoAfa oto PEARoV.

2. 01 apxikoi otéxol TNG Evwang yia glprivn, EUNUEPIa Kal aRANAEyY-
yUn oto Ba8uo nou £XoUV ENITEUXBE], aNoTEROUV KOTAKTNON yia Ta Eu-
pwNAiKA KPATN Kal TOUG EUpNaikous Aaouc affd Kal ToUg gupwnai-
ouC NOATEC Kai I’ auté eEakofouBolv va anotefolv TN GIOXPOVIKN &-




EAAHNIKH EYMBOAH :
EYMNEPAZMATA THE HMEPIAAE (OPEN FORUM) THE ENQEEQE
. BOYAEYTQN-EYPQBOYAEYTQN THE 9ng AMPIAIOY 2008 pe 0£ua:

MISiwEN TNC Evepévne Eup@nne napdAfnfia pe TG VEEC NPOKANOEIC TNG
ouyxpovne enoxnic. £1o NAgioio autd NPoExel n NOAIIKA gvonoinon Tng Eu-

pPONNG Kal IGE1IEN TN : EVan noint
&6V oknvi Badi ue TNV SIgtipnon Tou E8VIKG avayKaiou Kl EnwpeRoUC

- - -

XWPou va an damn, 1o ic KOl TOU i nc gy a-

i neipou.

3. EEioOU Onpavoikoc sival o poAog e E.E. OTNV OIKOVOUIKO-KOIVWVIKNA
nNpoodo TwV KPaTeV-JERKV TNG EUPKONNG, ONWE Kal OTO NAQioIo TNE NayKo-
OMIaC OIKOVOUIaC Yia TNV ENiAucn Twy oUyXpovay NPoBANUATWY, Nou ago-
pOUV KaI ENNpedZouv TG00 Toug AAoUG TG, 600 Kal TOUG AAOUE TwV TRITWY
Xwpwv. 01 NPOKANCEIC TNE Naykoopionoinong Sev eival HUVaTov va QvTIpE-
TONIZOVTal NAVTA YE TOUC BPOUC Kal TOUG PUNXaVIGHOUS TN OIKOVOUIAc TNg
avopdc. H E.E. GEBGUEVN TIC APXEC KAI TIC QEIEC TNG, KABEWS KAl TOV NOAITIKO
TNC NOAITIONS KO TOUC KOWWVIKOUG QYMVES KOl TIG KOTAKTACEIS TwW SUp-
naiwnv Noftoy, Katd To NPecYato aifd Kal aNWTEpo NApeRBdv, ogpeifis va
SI0TNPAGEI TO KOIVWVIKG TNG NpOowno Kal Tov affnAsyyuo XapakTipa tne,
UE TN CUVTAPNON KAl TNV EVIOXUON TOU KPATOUG NPovoIac, nou Tnv KaBiotd
napédeiyya o 6Ao Tov NAavATn, ENIBiIiKouca JaRiota tnv ENEKTOON TWV
KOIVGVIKOV KOTAKTNOEWY OF NAayKOoHIa KAipaka.

4. H &ieupuvan Tng Evepévng EUpmnng NPENEl va OUVEXIOTEI Kal va ne-
PIAGBEI KOI TO KPATN TNC NEPIOXAC TV AUTIKWY Bafkaviwy - HETA TNV GUH-
HOPEWONR TOUC NPOC TA KPITAPIA TNG Kongyxayncnv UIOBETNON TWV ENITA-
V@V Tou AigBvoUC AIKOIOU KAl TwV KaVOVwY TNG KAAnc yertoviag - £T01 WOTE
oAGKANPN N NEPIOXA TV AUTIKGV Bafkaviwy va anotenéoel ouppato pé-
pOC TOU EUp®NAikol EvonoiNTIKoU EYXEIPNKATOC.

5. H AVaBewmpnTIKr EUVIAYHATKA ZuvBnkn cupgwvei os Jeyano BaBuo pe
tn Néa Tuverikn yia to Zuvrayua the Eupdnng, nou npotEkpoucE ata Anyo-
Wnepiopata FaARiac-ORRavsiag, and tnv onoia apaipouvial OpIoUEVA THAKG-
10 - UK SIACWZETAI N oUcia TN BECUIKAC AvaBewpNang O oT apopd tnv
QNOTEAECUATIKOTEPN KOl SNHOKPATIKOTEPN AEMOoUpYia Tng ‘Evwong.

I510itepn ava@opd yivetal otn CagrRvEId JE TNV onoia avapEpovtal ol
apxéc Kal ol aiec Tng ‘Evwaong, ol OXECEIC TNG "Evwong pe Ta Kpatn-MEnn,
Ol QPXEC KATAVOURC TGV apuoSIoTATWY Kal To NAaicio Agtoupyiac Twv op-
yavwv tng Evwonc.
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T. BOYAEYTQN-EYPQBOYAEYTON THE 9n¢ AMNPIAIOY 2008 pe 8éua:
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EKTINGTaI 6T1 S1IGTNPOUVTAN O1 APXIKOI OTAX01 ONWE auToi SIaPoPPR-
ankav otn LuvéEAsuon yia To MERfiov Tng Eupwnng, Tng Anpokpariac,
nc MAlapAveiag, TG ANOTEAECUATIKOTNTAC Kal TNG Ekfoyikeuong Tou
PeopikoU OIKOGOUANATOC.

stn Aicoaféva unnpEav BEATIMOEIS, ARG Kal avayKaieg Unoxmwpn-
OEIC VIO TOV "EVWOIaKG CUMBIBAOUG". OEWPNBNKE AOTOXOC O opoc Zu-
VTayHa, 6Nwe avagEPONKE apxiKa, 0 onoiog Kal anuiolpynoE HEYARo
Bépa, eVOXANCE NOAAOUC ki aUTo yiati o 6pog Zuviayua ouvaEETOI UE
TO KPOTIKG PAIVOEVD.

01 KQIVOTOMIEC MOV E106YEl N VEA ZUVBIAKN OF OXEON ME TIC I0XUOUOEQ
kpienkav ouvoRika avaykaieg yid tn Ascoupyia TNG EVwong Kai Thv no-
peia npoc TNV nofrmkr evonoinon e Eupwnng. To idiaitepo EVOIAEPOV
TN CUZATNON ENIKEVIPWANKE OTNV EVIOXUON TOU SNPOKPATIKOU Xapd-
KTAPa TNC EVEONC JE Th SEouN puBuicEwV onwg, n Beguonoinon Twv
QEXMV TNC QVIINPOOWNEUTIKAG KOl CUMHETOXIKAG Snjokpatiac, n ava-
YVEIPIoN VOUOBETIKAC NPWICBOURIGC OTOUC EUPWNAIOUC NOAITES, N ENE-
KTaon TNC EIGIKAC NASIOWNQIaC otn ARWn Twv ano@Aacswy ToU ZulupBou-
Aiou, n katanofRépnon KABE SIAKPIONG Kal 0 POROC Nou avatieetal ota E-
Bvika KolvoBouUfia va aokouv Tov EREYXO0 Yia TN owotn £apuoyn ITng
apxfic TNE EnkoupikdTnTac. H avdéeon tou pofou autou ota Eevika Koi-
voBoUAIa EKTIUABNKE OTI nepiopiZel To EAREIMKA Snpokpatiac Kal anote-
Aei BAOIKG GTOIXEID EKSNUOKPATIOHOU TOU Eupwnaikou OIKOSOMANATOG.

EK@PACTNKE ENiONC NPOBANMATIONGC OXETIKA PE TOUC Koivouc oto-
xouc Twv Kpatav-Mefiov yia To pERAoV T Eupwnaiknic Evwong Kal g-
KTIUABNKE GTI, HETA TNV ENITUXNA EVTAEN TwV 12 VEWV XWPWV, n ‘Evwon
SEV NETUXE AVTIOTOIXN NPAodo otV EUBABUVON TwV BECHWV TNC. EXEl
kaTaotsi Suokivatn kKol 8a sival noAd SUOKOAN OTN CUVEXEID N ENITU-
xia cuvavEoewv Yia 6Aa Ta BENaTa. YNApxel HEYARN ETEPOYEVEID N O-
noia eNnpeAZel apvnTika TNV anoTeAECUATIKN Agitoupyia tnc "Evwanc.

Te 6T a@opd Tn S1adIKacia KUpWang Tne vEag Zuvenkng ekepactn-
KE NPOBANMATIONOC OXETKG ME TNV YAQIoH TN and T Boudn, i tnv
npoouyn og dnuoYngioud. ‘Hrav YeVIKA n napadoxn ot n Eupwnai-
K EVon NpENEl va ENEVBUEI OTNV anodoxn TwWY OUVIEROUHEVWV HE-
TAPPUBHIoEGV and TNV EUPWNAIKA KON YWeuUN, Kopugaio ZATnua &-
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'H Eupwngikn uvoypamiki. xmmm
KOl N AVTINpOOWNEUTIKE - EUppETOXKN Anpokpatia’

AEUBEpIac yiIa T CUVEXEID TNC EVWOIAKNG Nnopeiac. Tefikd unnpks eupeia a-
nodoxn Tne kipwonc and to EBvikd KowvopBounio.

To oupnépaoua and tn cuZAtnon otnv nuepida gival 6t n cuvoRIkA a-
noyn twv EAARVGV Ténc BouRsutay kal EupwBoufsutmy yia tnv Avabew-
pnTikA Zuvenkn unnpEs BsTIKA. H peyaAn nasioPngia eEEQpace v ava-
yKkn va anoktriosl n Eupwnaikr ‘Evwon 10xupoUc Bgopouc, va SIauoppwoEl
autdvouo pofo otn SisBvn OkNVA Kal va EMIKOIVVOUV CUCTNHATIKG ta 6p-
yava tne JE TovV Eupwnaiké fad.

Avapgipoia n véa Zuverkn ival npoidv cuppBIBacuol, PJE OPKETEG UNO-
XWPAGEIC Nou TNV KaBiotouv AlyGTepo GINGS0EN and tnv apxikn Zuvraypa-
KA Zuvenkn, woTooo NEPIEXEI NOAAEC Kal ONPAVTIKES JETAPPUBKICEIS 01 O
Noisc BEATIOVOUV TIC ONUEPIVES OUVBNKEC,

6a. 0 XxApTng Twv Bepefindwy AIKawMATwy tng E.E. (MoU MIa MERT NRIV
OTIc 12.12.2007 eEaopanioe tTnv £ykpion ané 1o Tuppolnio Kopugns tng
MNocapovac kKol oU00WPa EVOWUATWENKE oTtnNy METAppUBHITTIKA Zuvenkn
v 13.12.2007 yia va ouvanoteA£0El KOPPAT Tng Zuvodikng MetappuBpl-
onc, Kai 8a anoteAECEl, PETA TNV EYVKPIOKH TNE, To N£o Aikaio tng Eupwnng)
anod tnv HUepida kpienke 1561aiTteEpa BETIKA.

B. Onwc gival yvoTo 0 Mo ndvw XapTng Nou giXe Yngiodei and to 2000,
affid otapdTnoe n oAokARPEON TG YAPIONG TOU and Ta anoppinTtika én-
pownegiouata the Mafniag kal ORRavaiag, xwpiZetal og 7 EVOTNTEG - PE "O-
MOEIBEIC SEONEC" UEPIKOTEPWV SIKAIWUATOV Kl NnpoBAEYEwv. O1 SIaKPICEIC
TV ENi PEPOUC SIKAIWUATWY CUUNEPIAAUBAVOUY TIC KATNYOPIES TWV SIKAIW-
HATWY 0C KOTWIEPW:

1) Aikaiua otnv AZIonpENEId

2) Ta AiKaiopata otic ERguBEepisc.

3) To Aikaiwpa otnv lootnta.

4) To Aikaiwpa otnv ARAnAgyyon.

5) Ta AIKQIHATa Twv NofITov.

6) To AKaiwua otn Aikaioodvn.

7) ETIC YEVIKEC SIOTAEEIC.

0 Xaptnc BspsMiwdov Aikaiwpdtwy tng E.E. 8a YngIoBei n 8a anoppi-
5 @Bl YaZi pe tc diatdeic tng Aoinng METapPUBUICTIKAG ZUVBNKNG Kal JE
= TNV auTA Sladikaoia £ykpiong i andéppIPnic Te.
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7. H Huepida avayvopios 6T GA0I 01 TPONOI VOMIKIG EYKPIOEWE TNC
Iuvenkng, nou npofiénouv ta Luvidypata twv Kpatov-Meaav, gival
IooTIHOL.

H éykpion Twv CUVBNKWY JNOPEI va YIVEI EITE PE TNV QVTINPROCW-
neEUTIKN (mini-Nopigonoinon) gite e TNV AVTINPOOWNEUTIKN-EZUMPETO-
XIKA (medi-Nouipgonoinon) gite pe tny dugon (Anpoyng@iopaukil No-
pigonoinon (maxi-Nopigonoinon) - £av k@t napouolo npoBREnstal a-
né to IUVIOyHa TOU KPATouG HEAOUC.

8. BéRaia gival afnesia 6Tl ol TPEIC VOUIKA 106TIPoI Tponol eival &n-
HOKPOTIKA avIoodUVaNol AdYw KUPOUG Kal GKTIVOBOAIaE tne dueonc
AGnuokpatiac, GeGodEvou OTI OXE60V EKUNSEVIZovTal o SUVATOTNTES
EVOTAOEWVY KOTA VOMIMONOINOEWV OTNV maxi vopigonoinon eve Sev
oupBaivel To autd otic aAnec duo (tnv avTINPOCWNEUTIKA A TNV avTl-
NPOCWNEUTIKN-CUUPETOXIKA).

H vOuIKN 100TIhia S8V onpaival avaykaia kai noAitikn 1coduvapia n
onoia EacwaniZel peyafUtepn OTOBEPOTNTA KaI afiomotia.

9. Baoikd oupnépacua tne Huepidac ivar 6t n Kupwon tng Zuven-
knc &1d tou Kowvopoudiou gival nAnpng kail enapkng Sedouevou ot

a. Npokertan nepi Zuvenkng - 01 EuVBNKEC KUpoUVTal §1a Tou Koivo-
Boudiou.

B. AsV OUYKPOTEITAl UNEP-KPATOC - O QUTO CUVIEREI TO YEYOVOG O-
TI Nad&l va Npowesital agevog n dnuioupyia opoonovalakou KpAtoug
tnc E.E. apetépou S& ano@eUyETal n NPoodeuTIKn EEagpavion Tou é-
Bvouc-KpdTous, Unép TNC SIATNPRCEWS TOU Onoiou TAXBnke peyano
HEPOC TWV CUMMETEOXOVTWY otnv HUEpPISa.

¥. H E.E. B0 evAUVaHWBEI, Gnwe 01 ENOXEC TO anaitouy - OV avtl-
HETWNION TV NPOKARGEWV KOl TwV VEWV NPOBANPATWVY, TwV VEWV &-
MoXwV TOU 210U aiva, KoAUNTovTac Kal Ty aduvapia Twv eevwv-
KPOT@V TNC EUp®@NNG va QVTIPETWNIoOOUY HEUOVWUEVA Ta "ueyana”
NpoBARKATA TNG ENOXAC.

10. a. H Bsukn otdon £vavt tng Zuvenknc tng Aicoapovag tng Hue-
pisac, 5ev NOPABAENE! TO YEYOVOC Twv NOARMY AtEAgIV, aduvapiwmy
Kal adIKiv TN vEac und kUpwon Zuvenkng, Opwe n Huepida Bewpei 0-
T n vEa Iuvenkn anotedsl éva onpaviiké Bripa otnv Eupwnaikn gvo-
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T. BOYAEYTQN-EYPQBOYAEYTON THE 9nc ANPIAIOY 2008 ue BEpa:

noNTIKA S1a8IKaoia - Ve KATAAEINE! Kol eNapkn Xwpo ota Eupwnaikd E-
avn-Kpdtn - Kal otov Koo otdxo tng nofmknc OAokANnpwong.

B. H Huepida ekTiuad ot oto nAaiolo Ttng SiadIkaciag EMKUPWONG TNg Zuv-
BAKNG TNC ANIOCABOVAC NOU ENIKEITAI OTN XWPA Hag, kaAouvtal o MoAItKoi
(popeic kal n Kupgpvnon kal BoudAn tng xwpac va SiIeEayouv EUpUTEPO Kal
Aentouspn dianRoyo Le tov EAANvIKG Aad.

H Huegpida skdnAwos tny S1IGBE0N TN, OTO NAGICIO EvOC Napopolou dia-
fdyou, n ‘Evwon T. BouRsutwy Kal EUupwBOUAEUTWY, VO CUPHETAOXE! ME O-
flEC TNC TIC AUVAUEIC YIa TNV AENTOMEPN S1IQPWTION Tou eAANVIKOU Adou.

To A.L. tn¢ ‘Eveonc aioBaveTal ISIQItEPN IKAVONoinan yia Tnv ENITUXA o-
AokAnpwon tng Huepidac tng 9nc AnpiRiou 2008 kol tTnv anootoAn Tng na-
poloac £1IoNYACEWC otnv "European Association of former Members of
Parliaments of the Member States of the Council of Europe or the
European Union" kai EUEANIOTE] O £va EMITUXEC ANOTEREOUA OTIC £pVAGI-
£C TOU LUVESPIOU TwV ABNvvV TG 17-18 kai 19 OktwBpiou 2008.

0 Npoedpog
é v’?’am,wmé_... 7 :
KQNEITANTINOE. A. MYAAPINOE ‘I'_Lm ZAKOAIKOZ
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The Association of Former Members of the Hellenic and the
European Parliament held an Open-Forum in Athens, on 9 April 2008,
on 'The European Constitutional Treaty (Reform Treaty)
Representative and Participatory Democracy”. Our Association, having
duly considered the points discussed by our members, along with the
general tenor of consultations and positions amongst public opinion in
Europe, is issuing this report:

Subsequent to the contributions of MPs - MEPs, Academics,
Journalists, and other Speakers at the Open-Forum, a dialogue ensued,
with an exchange of reflections and ideas on what had been heard.
The main Conclusions after the general discussion - arising through
broad consensus - were the following:

1. The states and peoples of Europe are continuing, one step after
another, in their furthering of the project for European Integration.
The milestones in this project, Rome, Maastricht, Amsterdam, Nice
and Lisbon (if, and once approved) have assisted, and continue to
assist the E.U., its member-states, and the peoples of Europe in their
aspirations, which in the course of the first fifty years, have been pro-
gressing considerably.

In the second half century that it is now well embarked on, the E.U.
(successor and continuation of the EEC), is entitled to a sense of pride,
given that it has already secured: a) 60 years of uninterrupted peace
in Europe, and b) the establishment of the largest single market on
the globe, with the largest monetary union thriving within it, which
has resulted in a robust monetary system guaranteeing stability and
growth for the peoples of Europe.

Of course, this is not to say that the major and most important
steps of progress towards European Integration have already been
taken. Quite the contrary: the Open-Forum deems that much still
remains to be accomplished in the future.

2. To the degree that they have been attained, Europe’s original
goals of peace, prosperity and solidarity constitute an achievement of
the states and peoples of Europe and its citizens. That is why those
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goals constantly remain an aspiration of European integration, while
responding to the challenges of our times. In this context, the political
integration of Europe is the key aim along with Eurgpean Uni

enfranchisement as a major factor of stability internationally, at the same
time as it safequards the space that is needful and beneficent for the
nationhood to flourish of each and every one of its constituent states, and

of the peoples and bodies politic on the European continent.
3. The role of the E.U. in the socio-economic progress of its member-

states, as well as in the framework of the global economy, is equally
momentous for the resolution of contemporary problems that pertain to,
and affect its peoples, and the peoples of third countries. The challenges
of globalization cannot possibly be addressed and handled solely on the
terms and by means of the mechanisms of a market economy, The EV., in
demonstrating due regard for its principles and values, as well as feor its
political culture and the social struggles and attainments of the citizens of
Europe in the recent, and also in the more distant past, is duty-bound to
maintain its social aspect and its character of solidarity, with the preserva-
tion and reinforcement of the welfare state, which has made it an exam-
ple to the world: in fact it should seek to ensure that its social attainments
be spread on a global scale.

4. The enlargement of the United Europe must proceed further and
should also include the states in the Western Balkans - once they are seen
to adhere to the Copenhagen criteria, having adopted the precepts of
International Law and the rules of good neighbourliness - so that the entire
region of the Western Balkans may constitute a compatible part of the
European integration project.

5. To a great measure, the Reform Treaty conforms to the Draft Treaty
establishing a Constitution for Europe that had been blocked by the
Referenda in France and the Netherlands. It is true that certain portions
have been removed from the latter to arrive at the former; however, the
Institutional Reform is preserved in its substance, insofar as it pertains to
the more efficient and democratic functioning of the Union.

Deserving of special mention is the clarity with which are enounced the
principles and values of the Union, the relationship between the Union and
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its Member-States, the principles that obtain in allocating responsibil-
ities and competences, and the framework wherein the Union's
organs shall function.

It is deemed that the initial goals elaborated by the Convention on
the Future of Europe remain intact, namely Democracy, Transparency,
Efficiency and the Rationalization of the E.U.'s Institutional Edifice.

Improvements were indeed introduced in Lisbon, but also a number
of necessary concessions for an “integrationist compromise" to be
achieved. As originally employed, the term "Constitution’ was deemed
infelicitous, for it led to serious qualms, and there were many who
found it objectionable, given that it is closely tied to the concept and
phenomenon of sovereign government.

The innovations introduced by the new Treaty in respect of the sta-
fus quo were held to be necessary for the functioning of the Union
and for progress toward the political integration of Europe. During the
discussion particular attention was devoted to the reinforcement of
the democratic character of the Union with a bundle of provisions,
e.g. institutionalising the principles of representative and participato-
ry democracy, recognising legislative initiatives of European citizens,
expanding qualified majority decision making in the Council, combat-
ing discrimination of all types, and assigning to Mational Parliaments
the task of ensuring that the principle of subsidiarity is respected.
Assigning this role to National Parliaments was deemed to achieve a
reduction of the democratic deficit and to constitute a basic factor for
the democratization of the European edifice.

At the same time certain concerns were voiced with respect to the
common goals of the Member-States for the future of the European
Union, and it was held that, after the successful accession of 12 new
countries, the Union did not achieve commensurate progress in the
deepening of its institutions. It has become hamstrung and it shall
henceforth prove very difficult to achieve consensus on all the issues.
There is a great measure of heterogeneity that has a detrimental
effect on the effective functioning of the Union.

As regards the process of ratification of the new Treaty there was
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evidence of intense concern in respect of whether this should come about
by means of a parliamentary vote or by recourse to a referendum. It was
generally conceded that the European Union should invest in securing the
acceptance by European public opinion of the reforms currently under
way, this being of paramount importance for proceeding with the process
of integration in an unhampered manner. Finally the great majority con-
curred that ratification by the National Parliament should be regarded as
acceptable.

The outcome of the Open-Forum discussions is that, overall, the former
MPs and MEPs shared a positive view of the Reform Treaty. The vast major-
ity spoke of the need for the European Union to acquire robust institu-
tions, to determine its independent role on the international stage and to
ensure that its organs communicate with the people of Europe.

Clearly the new Treaty is the product of a compromise, with several
concessions having been made that render it less ambitious than the ini-
tial Constitutional Treaty: however it encompasses numerous important
reforms that are indeed an improvement on current conditions.

6a. The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (which
secured approval at the Lishon Summit the day before (12.12.2007), and
was linked to the Reform Treaty (13.12.2007), so that it would also consti-
tute an aspect of the Overall Reform, and shall, upon its ratification, gain
legally binding force as part of the New Rule of Law in Europe) was regard-
ed in a particularly positive light by the Open-Forum.

b. It is common knowledge that this charter - which had been solemn-
Iy proclaimed in 2000, and was to be part of the Constitutional Treaty, had
it been ratified, and not been put on hold by the negative outcomes of the
referenda in France and the Netherlands - is divided into 7 unities - with
"kindred bundles" of specific rights and provisions. The unities under which
those rights are listed are as follows:

1) Dignity

2) Freedoms

3) Equality

4) Solidarity

5) Citizens' Rights
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6) Justice

7) General Provisions

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union shall be
approved by ratification or rejected along with the provisions of the
remainder of the Reform Treaty through the same process of ratifica-
tion or rejection.

7. The Open-Forum acknowledged that all modes of legal approval
of the Treaty, envisaged in the Constitutions of the Member-States,
are equivalent.

The ratification of treaties may be effected alternatively by repre-
sentative (mini-Legitimisation), by representative - participatory
{medi-Legitimisation), or by direct (in Referendum) Legitimisation
Imaxi-Legitimisation) - if this is provided for in the constitution of the
member-state in question.

8. It is true, of course, that the three legally equivalent modes are
non-equipollent democratically on account of the inherent prestige
and aura of direct democracy, given that it well-nigh precludes any
possibility of appeal against the maxi-Legitimisation type of legitimi-
sation, whereas such is not the case in the other two types of legit-
imisation (representative or representative-participatory).

Legal equivalence does not necessarily mean political equipol-
lence, which ensures a greater degree of stability and credibility.

9. One of the basic conclusions of the Open-Forum is that the
Ratification of the Treaty by means of a Parliamentary vote is full and
sufficient given that:

a. This is, after all, a Treaty: Treaties are ratified in Parliament.

b. A supra-state is not being constituted - and the fact that the cre-
ation of a federated E.U. state is no longer being furthered corrobo-
rates this: while the gradual erosion of the nation-state - whose
preservation the majority of the Open-Forum strongly advocates - is
eschewed.

¢. The E.U. shall become more robust, in response to the needs of
the times - as it grapples with the new challenges and the new prob-
lems of these new times, in our 21st Century, thereby also making up
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for the relative inability of the nation-states of Europe to deal singly with
the "major' problems of our era.

10. a. The positive attitude of the Open-Forum toward the Treaty of
Lisbon does not, by any means, overlook the numerous imperfections,
weaknesses and instances of inequity in the new Treaty under ratification.
However, the Open-Forum deems that the new Treaty constitutes an
important step forward in the European Integration Process, while also
allowing sufficient scope for the European Nation-States - and for the
common objective of political Integration.

b. The Open-Forum deems that in the context of the imminent ratifica-
tion process in Greece of the Treaty of Lisbon, the country’s Political insti-
tutions along with the Greek Government and the Hellenic Parliament are
called upon to engage in a more extensive and more detailed dialogue
with the Greek people.

The Open-Forum expressed the outlook that, within the context of such
a dialogue, the Union of former MPs and MEPs is eminently capable and
fully determined to participate with all the forces at its disposal in the thor-
ough enlightenment of the Greek people as to what is at stake.

We feel particularly gratified on having successfully accomplished our
mission of contributing our recommendations, and are hopeful of a suc-
cessful outcome for the proceedings of the Colloguy of Athens, to be held
from 17 to 19 October 2008.

The Chairman

ét wﬂ#w&-—-,
CONSTANTINOS. D. PYLARINOS
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